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the slavery question to be settled by decisions of the Supreme Court. 
His influence is said to have induced Taney to give the noted political 
opinion in the Dred Scott Case. After the break-up of the Whig party 
in 1854, Johnson became a Democrat, following the fortunes of Douglas 
and popular sovereignty in i860. He sought some means of compro- 
mise and peace at the break-up of the Union, but became a conservative 
advocate of the war. He opposed Lincoln's re-election in 1864 and was 
frequently a severe critic of the War President. In Reconstruction, 
Johnson steadily opposed the Congressional policy. He opposed the 
Freedmen's Bureau Bill and the Civil Rights Bill. He held that a 
person of African descent could not be a citizen under the Dred Scott 
decision, which he held to be good law ; and he contended that short of 
an amendment to the Constitution, Federal" citizenship could come only 
through the states — the states alone could say what persons shall be 
citizens. 

The author traces with accurate care the conservative course of 
Johnson in the Senate, on all matters of public interest, showing him to 
be a consistent member of the opposition, opposing the Republican ma- 
jority on all matters of historic moment. His record is carefully set 
forth not only on such notable matters as have been cited but on many 
matters of minor concern. Johnson's course was somewhat harassing 
to the radical anti-slavery leaders. He opposed the " iron-clad " oath, 
the emancipation of the slaves without compensation to loyal owners, 
and he championed General Wade Hampton's controversy with General 
Sherman as to the responsibility for the burning of Columbia. These 
are only a few instances of many interesting phases of Johnson's public 
career as set forth in Dr. Steiner's volume. 

Johnson's career was well worthy of this valuable biography, which 
the student of the middle period of the nineteenth century will find to 
be full of suggestive material. 

James A. Woodburn. 

The Life of Thomas Brackett Reed. By Samuel W. McCall. 
(Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company. 1914. 
Pp. xiii, 303.) 

The choice of Mr. McCall to write the official and probably the final 
biography of Thomas B. Reed, was a happy one. Few men as com- 
petent as the author to undertake the task possess so many qualifications 
for it as he. He had a long personal friendship with the man, was 
thoroughly familiar, by being a part of it, with the scene of Reed's con- 
tests and victories, and had the rare and peculiar merit of continuous 
political sympathy with him to the end, even in that final crisis when 
they dissented strongly from that policy of the party to which they both 
belonged known as " imperialism ". Moreover he had access to the 
many family papers, and to fragmentary diaries, letters, and other lit- 
erary remains that were never published. It is a pity that Mr. McCall 
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did not follow the custom common in England, of sending widespread 
a notice that he was engaged upon this biography, and soliciting letters 
and reminiscences worthy of preservation. There are undoubtedly hun- 
dreds of men still living, associated with Reed in public life, who could 
have supplied material that should not have been overlooked in the 
preparation of the authorized and final biography of such a man. 

That is not a condemnatory criticism of this book, which is a good 
book, but an expression of regret that it was not made better and fuller 
than it is. Aside from Reed's masterful conduct in a position of great 
power and responsibility, and his unswerving adherence to the principle 
which for the time seemed to him the only right principle, that which most 
fascinated and attracted all men who watched his career was his facility 
with tongue and pen — his faculty in saying or writing, on the spur of 
the moment, phrases so terse, so apt, so striking, that they are unfor- 
gettable. Uttered though they might be on the most serious public oc- 
casions, and with the most earnest purpose, having nothing of frivolity 
or flippancy or lack of dignity, they yet have on the mind of the reader 
to-day, as they had at the time they were launched, all the effect of pure 
wit. Mr. McCall has perpetuated many of such sayings and phrases. 
But Reed was versatile in his characterization of men and measures, 
and in his sarcasms, and one regrets that the specimens given are not 
twice as numerous as they are. One misses, for example— perhaps Mr. 
McCall purposely left it out, in consideration for the feelings of others — 
that masterpiece, delivered in love and sorrow of one who failed him at 
a critical moment, "Joe, God hates a quitter." 

The author has presented an accurate portrayal of his subject, has 
made the narrative of his life and activities clear, and has introduced 
many an interesting passage of political history of the time to illuminate 
and explain Reed's course of action. It is an eminently readable and 
enjoyable book. There may well be two opinions whether the author 
should not have emphasized more strongly than he has done, the im- 
mense and permanent service Reed rendered to the country when he 
was Speaker, and whether he should not have entered more fully into 
the reasons why Reed, the ablest and strongest man in his party, was 
passed by in the selection of a candidate for the highest office in its 
gift. 

Reed was, as his opponents declared, a " czar ". As Speaker he 
dominated the House of Representatives. He led his party; he enabled 
it to carry out its policy — when he approved that policy — in spite of a 
filibustering opposition; he successfully curbed it and refused to allow 
any measure, though backed by Republicans, to come to a vote when he 
deemed that measure injurious to the country; and when he found, as 
he declared, that the House had ceased to be " a deliberative body ", 
alone, and by his self-assumed autocratic power, he amended the cen- 
tury-old practice of the House as to the presence of a quorum. The 
last-named act remains as a permanent monument to his memory, a 



654 Reviews of Books 

restoration of efficiency to the popular legislative body. Now that time 
has passed there are few who will not admit that his decisions as to the 
measures he would, and those he would not permit to pass were dictated 
by far-seeing wisdom. But the czardom which he established has been 
abolished. The dynasty could survive only so long as the throne was 
occupied by men as strong, as wise, as high-minded as he was. His 
successors possessed some one, some another, of his qualifications to 
rule. Not one of them possessed them all. The House rose in its 
might and its wrath, and wrested the dictatorship from its Speakers. 

It is true of Reed, as it has been true of many another public man, that 
his strength was his weakness. His power as a leader, whether of a 
majority or a minority, enabled him to thwart, and his integrity and the 
loftiness of his principles compelled him to thwart, many dubious 
schemes ; and thus he made enemies. His impatience with whatever 
was pretentious and superficial led him into needlessly uttered expres- 
sions of contempt that rankled in the minds of the little men at whom 
they were aimed. He was ambitious, but as a politician he was not 
tactful, and would not budge from a position once taken with delibera- 
tion, though his inflexibility might, and he was aware of it, imperil his 
political life. But the country was full of admirers of " Tom Reed ", 
and they admire him still ; yet many of those who admired him and were 
not his enemies doubted the wisdom of placing at the head of affairs 
one who had such unbounded confidence in his own judgment or opinion, 
and who was so capable of making his opinions effective. What would 
have happened if Thomas B. Reed had been in the presidential chair 
when press and people and Congress demanded that war should be de- 
clared against Spain? 

Edward Stanwood. 

MINOR NOTICES 

A Theory of Civilisation. By Sholto O. G. Douglas. (New York, 
the Macmillan Company, 114, pp. 246.) This book attempts to prove, 
more or less in terms of evolutionary doctrine, that religious faith is 
the fundamental cause of civilized progress, and that religious faith is 
itself a "psychic illusion". After a general, introduction (pp. 7-27) 
defining his theory, the author in part I. (pp. 31-154) applies his ideas 
to the " Olympian illusion " and the " Christian illusion ", and in part 
II. (pp. 157-236) devotes successive chapters to Ancient Egypt, 
Buddhism, Islam, Confucianism, and Ancient Mexico and Peru ; and in 
a final chapter (pp. 237-246) he seeks to forecast the nature and direc- 
tion of the " illusion " of the future. 

The discussion shows considerable reading and a fair degree of in- 
sight, together with a certain cleverness of thought and statement. But 
the book cannot be regarded as a contribution of much value to his- 
torical learning. The materials massed together in the several chapters 



